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Craftsmen Turn Out Quality Guitars
By LAWRENCE McKENNA

Assistant State Editor

WARTRACE - The tool

used most is a pocket
knife and the atmosphere is
that of the perfectionist.

It's not a noisy factory at
Wartrace, near Shelbyville,
and there are only three work-
ers. J. W. Gallager & Son
Guitar Company turns out
custom instruments in a price
range from $250to $450.

If something more" is need-
ed, exclusive instruments can
be ordered.

. An entertainer from Chat-
tanooga asked for a 12-string
guitar with seven diamonds
for finger position markers.

. It will also have an ebony
border with mother of pearl
inlay over the entire instru-
ment. The price is $1,25Q;

'fhe craftsmen are JohI\
William Gallagher, his son,

I Don, and Robert Reed. The
men make only two or thr~

I guitars a week, all by hand.
Peter Yarrow, hetter known

as one-third of the Peter, Paul
and Mary trio set to appear
March 22 at Nashville Muni-
cipal Auditorium, has ordered
a Gallagher guitar. It is being
conducted personally by the
sel]ior Gallagher, who has
De'en makil1£ them for more
than 4O--yeafS:~
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Owner of J. W. Gallagher & Son Guitar Company at Wartrace, John William
Gallagher admires and inspects finished and partially finished instruments

before allowing them to be so!!._




